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SUBJECT: THE CLIMATE OF INDO-NEPALESE RELATIONS: "GENTLE" 
BREEZES FROM THE SOUTH 

REF: KATHMANDU 4996 (NOTAL) 

1 . REFTEL REPORTED THE INDO-NEPALESE ANNOUNCEMENT DECEMBER 2 
OF MODIFICATIONS IN THE PROCEDURES FOR ENCORCING THE GOI'S 
RESTRICTIONS ON THE TRAVEL OF NEPALESE CITIZENS IN CERTAIN 
"SENSITIVE" AREAX OF NORTHERN INDIA. SINCE THESE CHANGES 
ON THEIR FACE APPEAR SUBSTANTIALLY TO ALLEVIATE THE HARSHIPS 
WHICH THE ORIGINAL PROCEDURES IMPOSED ON NEPALESE TRAVELERS, 
WE ASKED NEPALESE COUNSELOR OF EMBASSY JAI RANA FOR HIS 
OPINION CONCERNING THE GOI'S CONCILIATORY POSITION. RANA 
REPLIED THAT THE GOI'S ACTIONS - TIGHTENING THE SCREWS AND 
THEN PARTIALLY LOOSENING THEM - WERE DELIBERATE AND WERE 
INTENDED TO DEMONSTRATE TO THE NEPALESE THEIR DEPENDENCE 
ON INDIA. RANA AGREED WITH THE POINT MADE REFTEL THAT THE 
CHANGES MEET MOST OF THE GON S REQUESTS WITH THE EXCEPTION 
OF DETAILS CONCERNING THE AUTHORITY OF THE INDIAN BORDER 
POSTS TO ISSUE TRAVEL PERMITS ON THEIR OWN. HE EXPECTED 
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THAT A MEETING WOULD "SOON" BE HELD IN DELHI TO RESOLVE THAT 
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QUESTION. 

2. WHILE RANA INDICATED THAT THE GON WAS PLEASED WITH THE 
NEW PROCEDURES, HE EMPHASIZED THAT INDIA HAS IN NO WAY 
COMPROMISED ITS ORIGINAL OBJECTIVES: PREVENTING FURTHER 
NEPALESE MIGRATION TO THE NORTHEAST REGION AND DISPERSING 
THE NEPALESE POPULATION ALREADY RESIDENT THERE. QUERIED 
ABOUT WHETHER THE GOI WAS ACTUALLY TAKING STEPS TO THIS 
LATTER END, RANA SAID THAT HS EMBASSY AND FOREIGN OFFICE 
HAD BEGUN TO RECEIVE COMMUNICATIONS FROM NEPALESE RESIDENT 
IN ASSAM AND PART OF SIKKIM STATING THAT THE GOI WAS UNDER- 
TAKING A REGISTRATION OF NATIONALITIES IN THOSE AREAS AND 
THAT THEY FEARED THAT UNLESS THEY OPTED FOR INDIAN 
NATIONALITY THEY WOULD BE FORCDV TO MOVE. RANA SAID THERE 
NWAS LITTLE HIS GOVERNMENT COULD DO FOR THEM AND ADMITTED 
THAT A SIMILAR GON REGISTRATION PROGRAM IN THE TERAI WOULD LATER 
HAVE A COMPARABLE APPLICATION, I.E., PREVENTING INDIAN 
NATIONALS FROM HOLDING LAND IN THAT AREA. 

3. ON THE TRADE AND TRANSIT TREATY, RANA SAID THAT DI- 
CUSSIONS WERE STILL TAKING PLACE AT THE EMBASSY-FOREIGN 
OFFICE LEVEL AND THAT IT WOULD TAKE SEVERAL MORE MONTHS 
BEFORE ANOTHER ROUND OF FORMAL TALKS COULD BERHELD. 

4. PROGRESS ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF JOINT POWER AND IRRI 
GATION PROJECTS ON NEPAL'S RIVERS IS ALSO SLOW, ACCORDING 
TO RANA. HE RELUCTANTLY INDICATED THAT THE GON IS DRAGGING 
ITS FEET BUT EXPLAIND THAT THIS WAS A RESULT OF THE 
ATMOSPHERE OF MISTRUST FOR WHICH THE INDIANS WERE RESPON- 
SIBLE. 

SCHNEIDER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, BORDER CONTROLS, TRAVEL CONTROLS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 DEC 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976NEWDE17716 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760455-0098 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19761258/aaaabych.tel 

Line Count: 92 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 KATHMANDU 4996 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 MAY 2004 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <17 SEP 2004 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: THE CLIMATE OF INDO-NEPALESE RELATIONS: "GENTLE" BREEZES FROM THE SOUTH 
TAGS: PFOR, IN, NP 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



